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ABSTRACT 

Feminism is an intellectual, political and ideological movement that aims principally, no matter its type, to fight male 

dominance, exploitation and oppression of woman so as to better her condition in the society and promote her liberation. 

This struggle for women liberation has been a dominant theme in many literary works including Lola Shoneyin’s novel 

titled The Secret Lives of Baba Segi’s Wives. Our present study sought to address such research questions as: What factors 

of oppression against women and girls has Shoneyin depicted in her debut novel, The Secret Lives of Baba Segi’s Wives? 

Its major objective was to analyse critically women oppression and liberation as depicted by Shoneyin in the said novel 

using the feminist theory. Our findings showed eight forces of oppression against women and girls in a patriarchal African 

society namely: rape, child abuse, forced marriage, lack of inheritance rights for women/girls, polygamy/co-wives’ 

conflict, co-wives’ deadly conspiracy against the last wife, sterility-induced oppression and assault and battering. The first 

three wives agreed to keep Baba Segi’s infertility as a secret between them and to have recourse to adulterous life so as to 

produce children for him. They constituted a united front against the fourth wife, not letting her into their secret and 

making her suffer unjustly for perceived sterility.  When eventually the cat was let out of the bag, she had to quit the 

polygamous marriage. It would seem that Shoneyin recommends to the oppressed African woman married to a polygamist 

with infertility problem to produce children through illegal means or be liberated by quitting the marriage. This made us 

conclude that Shoneyin is a radical feminist. 
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